SETTING OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE
· Today I will be looking at the importance of keeping our focus on the eternal things of life as Christians
· During our life here on earth we have the opportunity as Christians to make a great impact in this world for eternity
· However every believer is in a continual spiritual contest in which our adversary, the devil tries to minimise our effect on the lives of others in relation to helping others come to Christ 
· The devil continually tries to discourage and distract Christians from pursuing God’s plan for their life – The devil fights for every soul and with his other fallen angels will do everything that he can to minimise the number of people that get to heaven. At times this spiritual contest can become very strong, especially when our lives begin to make a big impact on the lives of many others
· The Apostle Paul emphasised the need for perseverance in our walk with the Lord. In the book of Philippians he wrote,

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
· The Apostle Peter emphasised the spiritual contest that we are all in as believers. The Apostle Peter wrote,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Jesus Himself said that many people fail to bear much fruit in their life because other things in life prevent the word of God from taking root in their hearts and bringing transformation to their lives. Jesus said,
“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mark 4:18-19)

· AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY MAKE A CHOICE TO KEEP OUR FOCUS ON THINGS ABOVE AND WHAT MATTERS FOR ETERNITY. The Apostle Paul wrote, 
· “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

· JESUS MADE IT CLEAR THAT TRUE DISCIPLESHIP AND TRUE FULFILMENT IN LIFE INVOLVED LIVING A LIFE WHICH IS SET APART FOR HIM – THAT WE CONTINUALLY SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE
· Jesus Himself said,

“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:34-37)

WITHOUT A WHOLE HEARTED COMMITMENT TO THE LORD WE CAN SO EASILY DRIFT AWAY FROM THE THINGS OF GOD
TRUE FRUITFULNESS IN OUR LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN ONLY COMES WHEN WE ARE PREPARED TO GIVE OUR LIFE AWAY TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE. 

This is the key to also living a life of great purpose and meaning (but which will never be exempt from many trials and challenges)

The Apostle Paul made this very clear to the young pastor Timothy,
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
Jesus Himself emphasised the key to our lives bearing much fruit as Christians. Jesus said,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
· WHEN WE LOOK AT THESE LAST THREE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE (Mark 8:34-37, 2 Timothy 3:12 and John 12:24-26) WE CAN SEE SOME IMPORTANT THINGS:
i) The importance of people not allowing the temporal things of this world to stop them from coming to Christ and living for Him

ii) That true discipleship involves following God’s plan for our life and living for the gospel’s sake
iii) That it is only as we die to self and live for Christ that our lives bear much fruit, and
iv) That God honours those who live for Him

· AS LONG AS WE HAVE UNSURRENDERED AREAS IN OUR LIFE THE DEVIL IS ABLE TO TARGET THESE AREAS AND PULL US AWAY FROM GOD’S BEST PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
· In reality anything that takes our focus away from our relationship with the Lord and becomes a higher priority in our life than Him can become an idol. There are many things that can become idols or our primary focus in our life if we are not careful and take our affections away from Jesus and prevent us from living whole heartedly for Him. Some of these include,

i) Our Career (Pursuing recognition and advancement)
ii) Making Money

iii) Buying Material Possessions (Having a big house)

iv) Other Relationships / People in our life / Pop Stars
v) Our Support for a Football or other sports team
vi) Pleasure Activities
WHILST MANY OF THESE THINGS ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF LEADING A COMPLETE AND HEALTHY LIFE, IF THE PURSUIT OF THESE THINGS BECOMES OUR PRIMARY FOCUS IN LIFE, WE WILL INVARIABLY LOSE OUR JOY AND OUR INTIMACY WITH THE LORD AND DRIFT AWAY FROM WHAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE – None of these things of themselves will ever truly satisfy us – Only the Lord is able to truly satisfy us. When He is truly Lord of our life all of the other things are just added blessings in our life. WE MUST ALSO be careful not to allow resentment and bitterness to enter into our heart during our trials
· SO MANY THINGS IN LIFE CAN BE USED BY THE ENEMY TO CAUSE PEOPLE TO GROW COLD IN THEIR LOVE FOR THE LORD AND TO BE DISTRACTED FROM LIVING FOR HIM. 

Jesus Himself said,
“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)
· IN THE ABOVE TWO PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WE SEE
i) That as the Day of the Lord approaches the love of many will grow cold
ii) That few people enter in by the narrow gate and lead a fruitful and productive life for the Lord, and

iii) That many people will be drawn down the broad path to hell and destruction as the Devil uses every possible means to prevent them from coming to Christ so that they can enter into eternal life

· JESUS MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE CAME THAT WE MIGHT LIVE A LIFE OF PURPOSE AND MEANING. GOD TRULY WANTS THE BEST FOR EVERY PERSON AND KNOWS WHAT WILL TRULY FULFILL US IN LIFE – In His presence is fullness of joy. Jesus said,
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· IF WE CONTINUALLY SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE IT WILL GREATLY INFLUENCE THE WAY THAT WE LIVE OUR LIFE
· I WILL NOW LOOK AT FIVE AREAS IN WHICH CONTINUALLY SETTING OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE WILL INFLUENCE THE WAY WE LIVE
1) WE ARE MORE FOCUSSED ON STORING UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN THAN ON ACCUMULATING TREASURES HERE ON EARTH (We live our life with eternity in mind)

· When we set our mind on things above we have an eternal outlook on life. THIS IS REFLECTED IN MANY WAYS
· We realise that this life is just a dress rehearsal for the next

· We realise that we come into this world with nothing and we can take nothing with us when our life in this body comes to an end here on earth – It is only what we have done in love and for eternity that will matter

· Our focus becomes more on helping to populate heaven and to plunder hell AND WE LIVE OUR LIVES TO SEE GOD’S KINDOM EXPANDED HERE ON EARTH THROUGH OUR LIFE – We live our life fully using our spiritual gifts knowing the importance of letting people know of their need to be saved and born again. We also have a heart to help other Christians to be strong in their walk with the Lord. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  To this end I also labour, striving to His working which works in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:28-29)
· We know that the best is yet to come and that in this life we can help many others enter into eternal life

· We know that one day we will be rewarded for living our life for Jesus here on earth and that our labour for the Lord is never in vain. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

· We live with a knowing that our relationship with Jesus is the most precious thing that we have in life

· We live our life with a continual Kingdom focus, being in the world but not of it – When we set our mind on things above we can never be comfortable adopting the values of the world but delight in living a life to glorify God  

· JESUS HIMSELF SAID,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
· WHEN WE SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE WE REALISE THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE IS OUR LOVE FOR THE LORD AND MAKING HIS LOVE KNOW TO OTHERS IN THE WORLD – Letting our light shine before others. Jesus said,
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:16)
2) IT INFLUENCES OUR PRIORITIES IN LIFE
i) The way we use our time
(We no longer feel comfortable just wasting our time on unproductive things – The devil loves to waste our most precious resource – Our time – Every day that goes by cannot be regained)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
ii) The extent to which we use our spiritual gifts 

(We have a desire to fully utilise our spiritual gifts in helping to see God’s Kingdom expanded here on earth)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)
WHEN WE SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE:

· We have a desire to fully use our gifts for God’s glory
· We are diligent in all that we do for the LORD. We give our best for God. Jesus Himself said,
“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)
· We have a good attitude when using our gifts
· All that we do is motivated by our love for God and for others, and
· All that we do is out of our desire to please God
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)
iii) The way that we use our resources
· When we set our mind on things above we have a great desire to give into God’s work knowing that all that we do for Him has eternal rewards

· The way we manage our resources is influenced by our desire to help others come to know Christ and to help support those serving the Lord full time to be effective in the work that God has called them to

· Having eternal priorities makes our sacrificial giving a great joy and blessing to both others and ourselves. Jesus Himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) 
· Money is a good servant but a poor master. Jesus said,

· “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)
iv) We have a desire to know Jesus in a deeper way
(Spending time in God’s presence is our highest priority) 
When our focus is on things above we have an increasing desire to know Jesus Christ in a more intimate way. 
(As we turn our eyes upon Jesus the things of this world grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)

King David wrote,

“O GOD, Your are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.” (Psalm 63:1)

v) The choices that we make in life 
· When we set our mind on things above we are more prayerful and careful to make right choices in life so that God can be glorified through our lives

· We are careful not to deviate off track knowing that our relationship with the Lord is the most important thing in life – We continually commit our works and plans to the Lord. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12)
· In Chapter 16 of the book of Proverbs we read,

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3) GOD ALWAYS HAS OUR BEST INTERESTS AT HEART

KING DAVID, WHO WAS A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART AND WHO KNEW GOD’S INCREDIBLE LOVE IN A VERY REAL WAY WROTE,

“How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” (Psalm 139:17-18)

· Because we know God’s incredible love for us, we are careful to seek the LORD in all the decisions that we make in life so that His plan and purpose for our life continually unfolds. In Chapter 3 of the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

· We are more careful to keep away from certain places and wrong influences that may cause us to stumble in our walk with the LORD. In Psalm One we read,
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)

· We have a heart to glorify God in all that you do in life – For many we are the only bible that they will read
· SO SECONDLY, SETTING OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE INFLUENCES OUR PRIORITIES IN LIFE
3) WE HAVE AN AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SHARING OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS AND PRAYING FOR THE LOST

· We have a clear understanding of the need to share our faith with the lost

· We look for opportunities to share our faith

· We pray for lost people to come to Christ

· In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

· The more intimate we are with the Lord the more we gain God’s heart to reach the lost with the good news of the gospel. Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”          (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
· In chapter nine of the gospel of Matthew we see the great compassion that Jesus Christ had for the lost,
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.”

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36)
“Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.”         (Matthew 9:37-38)
· BECAUSE OF APOSTLE PAUL’S GREAT LOVE FOR THE LORD HE ALSO HAD GOD’S HEART FOR THE LOST. 
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16)
“For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law, to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might with the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.” (1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

WE WILL ALSO HAVE A REAL BURDEN TO PRAY FOR THE LOST TO COME TO CHRIST. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4)

4) IT CHANGES THE WAY THAT WE SEE OUR PROBLEMS IN LIFE IN TWO WAYS
i) We realise that the trials that we go through in life help us to grow in Christlike Character – For this reason we become better and not bitter when we experience trials and heartaches in life. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.
 Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)
ii) We always maintain an expectation and firm faith that God will ultimately work things out in our life
Jesus Himself said,
“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD
In the book of Isaiah we read,

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
CONTINUALLY MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD AND SPEAKING OUT GOD’S PROMISES BUILDS UP OUR FAITH TO BELIEVE FOR ANSWERS TO OUR PRAYERS AND FOR MIRACLES IN OUR LIFE 

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS BOTH WILLING AND ABLE TO ANSWER OUR PRAYERS. Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.” “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
5)  IT HELPS US TO FINISH OUR CHRISTIAN WALK STRONGLY

When we continually set our mind on things above, we will:

i) Not succumb to discouragement and give up on what God has planned for our life. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
ii) We will be more focused and better able to know the will of God for our life. In this way we will continually follow God’s best plan for our life, 

iii) Our life will bear much fruit, and

iv) We will continually remain strong and full of faith in our walk with the Lord, all the days of our life
Like the Apostle Paul we want to be able to say at the end of our life here on earth, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)

WE HAVE ONE LIFE TO INVEST IN STORING UP ETERNAL TREASURES – In the age to come there will be no longer any need to evangelise. It is only in this life that we can be used of God in a big way to see Heaven populated and hell plundered
IF WE CONTINUALLY COMMIT TO LIVING FOR THE LORD MANY OTHER LIVES WILL BE IMPACTED FOR ETERNITY THROUGH OUR LIVES
HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE CONTINUALLY SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE
